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Piceadilly.— 1790. | 


was led to entertain this hope, as well from 


LETTER, &c. 


e 


- 


WHEN NI took the liberty 0 of recom- 


mending two friends of mine to you, for 


your ſupport and protection at the approach- 
ing Election, I flattered myſelf that I ſhould 


not occaſion you much trouble, or that my 


friends would meet with any oppoſition 3 3 1 


8 the 


31 

the character and reputation of the Gentle · 
men I recommended to you, and from the fa- 
vourable reception I experienced on my firſt 
viſit to this county, as from certain letters 5 
which J have in my poſſeſſion, from Lord 
Downſhire to Lady de Clifford, my mo- 
ther, previous to the laſt General Election, 
ſoliciting the intereſt of my family to bring 


Mr. Price into Parliament. 


I have alway mentioned to you the pur= 
port of thoſe letters, and at the ſame time 
explained the only meaning which I think 
they convey 3 namely, a poſitive engagement 
on the part of Lord Downſhire, that Mr. 
Price ſhould not oppoſe my intereſt in 
Downpatr ick, either then or on any future 
occafion, upon certain conditions therein 
ſpecificd; which conditions were fulfilled 
on my part; and Mr. Price's declaration, in 
a letter to me, that he conſidered himſelf 
bound 


4 


bound! in honour strictly to adhere to - 

ever terms were made for him, though 
ever ſo advantageous to me, and much more 
injurious to his intereſt than was intended. 


But as the true meaning of thoſe letters 5 
has been endeavoured to be explained away, 
and a moſt unwarrantable oppoſition has 
been fet up againſt my friends, and your 
wiſhes, ; in the borough of Downpatrick, I 
feel myſelf under the difagreeable neceſſity 5 
of laying thoſe letters before vou and the 
public, in order to juſtify my own conduct, 
and to prove that the afſertions I had made, 
with reſpect to. them, were founded in 

| truth. At che ſame time, I ſhall avoid men- 
tioning any particulars, but ſuch as are ne- 

f ceſſary to form the chain of this correſpon- 
dence, and to put this matter into the faireſt 
and moſt candid light 


Having 


Tv ) 
nein heard a report, in May or June 
laſt, that Mr. Price intended to oppoſe my 
intereſt in Downpatrick at the approaching 
Election, I wrote to him expreſſing my ſur 
priſe on hearing ſuch a report, after Lord 
| Downfhire had declared, ee his (Mr. Price 5) 
; determination and reſolution never to give 
me any trouble or oppoſition 1 in the borough 
of Down ; but on the contrary, to join 
and ſupport my family intereſt ;” to which 
Mr. Price replied to me, by incloſing a let- 
ter from Lord Downſhire to him, declarin g. 
That he (Lord Downſhire) never had 
authority from Mr. Price to enter into ſuch 
engagements for him, as Lord de Clifford 
mentioned.” —Upon which I wrote to Mr. 
Price, incloſing a copy of Lord Downfhire's | 
letter to him, previous to the laſt General 
Election, as follows : | 


Hanover 


ö 

Hanover Square, June 9, 1781. 

„ Sun, 
Have ſeen the Duke of Beaufort and 
Lord Vernon, and have had the honour to 
wait on Lady de Clifford. I have acquitted 
myſelf of the commiſſion you favoured me 
with, and I think may venture to acquaint 


you, that my ſucceſs has i in a great degree 


anſwered my wiſhes and . 


> Lots 4e Clifford received with 1 25 
ſure the information 1 gave her of your de- 
ſire to ſee the connection that formerly ſub- 
ſiſted between Lord de Cliffords family and 
your's renewed ; and the honourable aſſu- 
rances you enabled me to add of your deter- 
| mination and reſolution, never to give Lord 
de Clifford, or his family, any trouble or 
oppoſition in the borough of Down; but, 
on the contrary, to join and ſupport his fa- 
5 8 mily 


(10 
mily intereſt, appeared to give her great ſa- 


tisfaction. 


*M I then mentioned your defire to come 
into Parliament, and particularly by Lord de 
Clifford's intereſt, to whom you have che 
honour to be related; and chat if your de- 
termination ſhould lead her Ladyſhip and my 
Lord's guardians, to recommend you at the 
next General Election for the borou gh of 
Down, you would always conſider it as the 
higheſt mark of confidence and friendſhip; 
and would be ready, whenever Lord de Clif- 
ford ſhould call upon you, to give up your 
{eat to any perſon whom he ſhould think 
proper: that although you flattered your- 
£ {elf your honour would not be ſuſpected, you 
were ready to enter into any engagement, in 


writing or otherwiſe, 1 to that effect. 


$a * de Clifford heard all this with 
great attention and complacency, and ex- 
preſſed 


E 
preſſed her fatisfaction in the reſtoration of 
harmony between the two families, with 
much perſonal civility and regard to your- 
ſelf. She aſſured me, ſhe had not the moſt 
_ diſtant ſuſpicion of your honour ; but at the 
ſame time added, that ſhe was ſure I could 
not be ignorant, that in matters of Election 
there are certain rules and maxims, from 
which prudence forbids a departure. As I 
could not controvert this, I thought it un- 
neceſſary to enter further into the ſubject, 
but took an opportunity ſoon after to ſay, 
that J apprehended the purport of what had 
dropt from her, conveyed a negative, with 
regard to a ſeat for the borough of Down.. - 


She anſwered, the did not like that 
word, but that, indeed, ſhe much doubted, 
whether it would be thought proper for her, 
and Lord de Clifford's guardians, to comply 
with your with in that reſpect. 7 
| 13 « As 


Tn) 
As near as I can recollect, this was | 

the purport of the converſation, in regard 
to the two objects I had in charge from you; 

: namely, the renewal of your family connec- 
tion, and your wiſh to repreſent Down 
upon Lord de Clifford's intereſt. But be- 
fore I came away, Lady de Clifford ſaid, 
that as you did not mean to eſtabliſh and 
cultivate an intereſt in-Down, ſeparate from, 
and independent from Lord de Clifford's, but 
at the ſame time wiſhed to be in Parliament, ſhe 
was glad of an opportunity of obliging you; and 
therefore, if I thought you would like ta come 
in for the borough of Kinſale, a ſeat there 
was at your ſervice. I anſwered, that fo 
obliging an offer muſt be received by you 
with the greateſt gratitude ; but that I heard, 
that Kinſale was a borough open to conteſt, 
and that your prudence and ſituation could 
not allow of your engaging in the expences 
of a conteſted Election; but that free from 
that 


„ 8 | 
that objection, I was ſure nothing could 
make you more happy, than to receive ſuch _ 
2 favour from her Ladyſhip, She ſaid ſhe 
would ; inquire, but did not apprehend there 


' was any juſt cauſe to expect oppoſition at 
75 Kinſale, and deſired 1 would make you this 


offer. Vou will pleaſe to let me know what 
anſwer I ſhall return. 


86 J am, Dear Sir, 


| Wich great cruth, Kc. &c. 


In a ſhort time afterwards I received the 
following letter from Mr, Price : 


Bauma, June 22, 1 78 9. 
66 My Lozp, 


5 Yeſterday I had the honour to receive 
your letter, and am really at a loſs to find 
out what expreſſions I have uſed, that could 

$i 1 


( 14 "3 
conſtrued into the preſent i intention of mine, 
to give oppoſition, | in the town of Down. 


The copy of the letter you encloſed 
has aſtoniſhed me, as I really do not recol- 
lect the purport of the original, (which I 
ſuppoſe mult have been received) as I en- 
tirely left the management of the whole bu- 
ſineſs to Lord Hillſborough. And my con 
duct being ever ſuperior to deſigning views, 
I neither kept originals or copies of any let- 
ters that might have paſſed on that buſineſs ; 
and I am alſo very confident, that it has eſ- 
caped Lord Hillſborough's memory, the 
terms that letter ſeems to convey. I have 
taken a copy of the copy, and lent. it to him 
this poſt. 


66 * os a little ſurpriſed, that your 
Lordſhip ſhould ſo much miſconceive a part 
%˙˙0 20 COP FOee , 5 

* This paragraph alludes to an obſervation in 


a letter of mine to Mr. Price, dated June 20, 1789, 
which 


. 
of the letter I LL to you, as fra mo- 
ment to ſuppoſe, that Lord Hillſborough 
meant, by what he writes, that your intereſt 
would decreaſe on being known ; ; as I read 
chat part of the letter, it means directly the 
15 reverſe, and which I am ſure he intended 


ſhould be the conſtruction, and which I 


think is very; evident. 


which is as follows: —I muſt add, that from the 
little knowledge my Lord Hillſborough has of me, 
I am at a loſs to account for his reaſon for ſuppoſing, 
that when I am more known and connected with 
the country, the intereſt I now have there will al- 
ter. This obſervation was made upon a paſſage in a 
letter of Lord Downſhire's to Mr. Price, dated June 
6, 1789, which letter Mr. Price encloſed to me on 
the gth of the ſame month. The paſſage in Lord 
 Dowhlhire's letter is as follows: 


& I know the ſtrength that will appear on each 
ſide, when Lord de Clifford comes to be more known 
and connected with this country, and you ſhould 
think fit to exert that affection and regard, which is 
ſo defervedly and e poſſeſſed by you in our 


country, 
«] con- 


15 ) 
KS! conſider w_ bound in honoür 
dl to adhere to whatever terms were 
made for me, though ever ſo advantageous for 
| your Lordſhip, and much more injurious 
to my intereſt chan was intended. And 
having acted towards you with unremitting 
honour, I think myſelf entitled to renew 
my requeſt, and hope you will give me an ; 
anſwer as ſoon as you conveniently can. 
Already and repeatedly I have declared my 
with for the preſervation of harmony now 
ſubſiſting between us. 


„ have the honour to be 
„ Your obedient humble ſervant, 


« C. PRI OE.” 


Upon acquainting Mr. Price that I could 
not br ing him into Parliament at the next 
General Election, I received a letter from 

3 - him, 


CF) 


him, informing me, that he was determined 
to ſtand for the borough of Downpatrick 
himſelf, In ſome ſhort time after, lookin 8 


over my papers, I found the two following 


letters, from Lord Downſhire to Lady de 


Clifford, on the ſame ſubject, and imme- 


diately prevailed on Mr. W. Rowley to wait 


upon Lord Downthire with copies of den, 


as follows : 


Hanover Square, July 9, 1781. 


66 ] find Mr. Price has been before · hand 


with me in writing to your Ladyſhip, and 
has, I preſume, told you how happy your 
very kind offer to bring him in for Kinſale 


makes him. He tells me he preters it to 


Down, though he thinks he might, perhaps, 


0 as 


(19 F. 


; be more uſeful to your Ladyſhip' s family by 
being one of Lord de Clifford's Members for | 
_ that place. He authoriſes me to aſſure you, 
that he has not, nor will have any intereſt 
there, but what ſhall always be at Lord de 
Clifford's diſpoſal. In this declaration, 1 
venture to anſwer for him. I am ſure he is 
a young man of ſtrict honour, in whom _ 
your Ladyſhip may moſt ſafely confide. I 
_ underſtand, in caſe of Veſey s death, he hopes 
your Ladyſhip will chuſe him for Kinſale 
directly. I preſume you will, for it will 
tend to ſecure matters at the General Elec- 
tion. 1 requeſt your Ladyſhip's forgivenes, 
for interfering ſo far in buſineſs, in which 
can be no otherwiſe concerned, than by 
; wiſhes to ſee every thing 3 in the part of the 
world 1 belong to, in Which Lord de 
Clffford's family is intereſted, go on to 
| your LOOP s entire ſatisfaQtion ; ; and I 


have 


„ 
have very great pleaſure ; in foreſceing that it 
will be the caſe. 13 


C 1 have the honour to be, 
« With the greateſt reſped, 5 


6  Mavan, 
WB... Your moſt obedient, and 


60 Moſt humble Servant, | 
« HILLSBOROUGH.” 


The ſecond letter as follows : 


: Hanover Square, July 14, 1781. 
© Mani 


I Have received the honour of your 
Ladyſhip's letter of the 12th inſtant, and 
am happy that the reſult of my negociation 
is agreeable to you. Your Ladyſhip has 
made Mr. Price very much ſo, and you 
Rs have, 


6260 
have, I eu; ſecured peace and quiet at 
Down to Lord de Clifford, and an attached 
friend, who, will be ever ready. to obey and 
affit him, bd will not fail to take all the 
care in my power to procure the Govern- | 
ment intereſt for your Ladyſhip' 8 friends at 
Kinſale. 
« And have the honour to be, 
15 With the ſincereſt e, 
| "wn Mapan, 
h Your Ladyſhip' s moſt humble md 
Moſt obedient Servant, 
_ « HILLSBOROUGH.” 


Upon Mr. Wa. Rowley's s reading the 
above letters to my Lord Downſhire, he 
ſeemed very much aſtoniſhed—read them 
himſelf, and ſaid, he had not the leaſt re- 
collection of the tran ſaction.— Mr. Rowley 
then called upon his — in my name, 


tg 


Y 6 21 o 
to make good his part of the en gagement 
obſerved, that I had fulfilled my part, and 


called upon him, as a man of honour, to 
1 his. | 


Land Downfhire ſaid, that ks never could 
hw entered into ſuch an engagement, ſo 
injurious to Mr. Price” 8 intereſt, and ſo ab- 
ſurd; and added, that he would not at all 
interfere in the buſineſs. Mr. Wm. Row- 
ley upon this went away, but ſoon after re- 
ceived a note from Lord Downſhire, deſiring 
to ſee him the next day, Mr. Wm. Row-. 
ley accordingly waited upon him, when his 
Lordſhip again declared his determination 
not to interfere ; but aſked Mr. Wm. Row- 

g ley whether he had ſhewn theſe letters to 
Mr. Price ; Mr. Wm. Rowley replied, that 
he had not, but would take the firſt oppor- 
tunity of doing ſo. Accordingly he ſhewed 
the letters to Mr. Price the next day, and 
| called 


— 


* 22 4 
called upon Mr. Price to fulfil the engage; 


ments contained in them. Mr. Price de- 
elared, that he knew nothing of the letters; 
but would do, whatever Lord Downfhire di- 
rected. Mr. Price, at the ſame time, ex- 
preſſed a with, that Lord Downthire ſhould. 
fee the originals of theſe two letters ; 1 upon 
advice of which, I immediately came up 
from Downpatrick to Dublin, and waited 
on his Lordſhip, with two friends of mie, 
his Lordſhip alſo having three friends pre- 5 
ſent; I produced the originals of the two let- 


ters laſt above recited, which he acknow- 


| ledged to be his hand-writing, and alfo ac- 
knowledged, that he muſt have wrote the | 
original of the firſt letter herein before . 


cited. | : 


Mr. Price being alſo preſent, was appealed 


to, who again declared he was ready to do 
whatever Lord Downſhire directed; but 
| OY Lord 


Lord Downthire, notwihtheiding his own. 
letters then lay before him, f aid that he would 
not interfere. NY then told his Lordſhip, 
: that if he was determined not to put a ſtop 5 


to this oppoſition, I ſhould be under the ne- 
ceſſity, though at the ſame time very un- 


willingly, to publich thoſe letters, in order 
to juſtify my own character, and to ſatisfy 
my friends and the world, that what 1 had T 
aſſerted, with reſpeRt to them, was founded . 


in truth. 


You will pleaſe to obſerve, Gentlemen, 


that in reciting this tranſaQtion, I have care- 


fully avoided making any comment what- 


ever upon theſe letters. You will judge your- 


ſelves of their true meaning and! intent 


Whether they contain the poſitive engage- 
ment, which I have aſſerted they did—Whe- 


ther 'Thoſe, who acted for me at the laſt Ge- 


neral Election, acquitted themſelves with 


honour, 


ME 
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„ 
honour, and fulfilled the conditions re 
quired on my fart—And, whether Lord 
' Pownſhire | and Mr. Price are warranted 
in the oppoſition they have ſet up to my 
| friends in Downpatrick, on x the preſent 0 o- 

| Faſion, 


E cannot conclude, Gentlemen, without 
expreſſing my warmeſt acknowledgements 
to you, for the very kind and honourable. 
ſupport you haye given my friends, whom 
I recommend to your protection, and who, 

5 I hope, will prove worthy of your choice. 
The very flattering inſtances of politeneſs 
and regard which you have ſhewn me, 


ſince my arrival in Downpatrick, will re- 


main indelibly impreſſed on my heart; ; 
and I beg leave to aſſure you, that in all 
ſituations, the real intereſt and proſperity 
of the town of Down patrick, ſhall be 

. the 


Cz) 
the conſtant and peculiar obj ect of my 
care. 
e I have the honour to be, 
Oy With the higheſt reſpect and eſteem; 
: OM GENTLEMEN, 
1 Vour moſt obliged, and 
Moſt faithful humble Servant, 
De CLIFF ORD.” 
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